
Becoming a Civil Air 
Patrol cadet is a 
simple process:
1.  Attend three squadron meetings.

2.  Meet with the Squadron Commander 
or the Deputy Commander for Cadets to 
discuss expectations and ask any 
questions that you or your parent/
guardians have.  One or more of your 
parent/guardians must attend this 
discussion.  This can happen during any 
of your three visits.

3.  Show the Squadron Commander or 
Deputy Commander for Cadets your ID.  
We need to see the same identification as 
the typical Federal I-9 employment 
verification:  A passport, or a combination 
of other photo ID and birth certificate or 
social security card (copies are 
acceptable).

4.  Submit the cadet membership 
application.  This can be done in paper 
copy, mailed with dues check to National 
Headquarters, or online with a credit card 
payment ($35/year for cadets).  The 
online method is recommended; the link to 
the application can be found at 

www.stpaulcap.org/app

Online applications can be submitted before, 
during, or after the third meeting.  Paper 
applications can only be signed by the Squadron 
Commander after the third meeting.  

To us, it means you flying on a helicopter 
with your cadet, but not hovering over 
them as they advance and find success in 
the program.  We are always looking for 
adults to join our Cadet Programs team.  
Joining as an adult member is a similar 
process to joining as a cadet.  There are 
different levels of adult membership:

+ Active Senior Member:  Eligible to 
take part in all activities, mission 
training, and professional development 
opportunities, as well as wear USAF-
style uniforms in accordance with CAP 
regulations.

+ Cadet Sponsor Member:  Eligible to 
take part in all cadet activities and field 
trips.  Minimal required training, no 
expectation for weekly meeting 
attendance or uniform wear.

All adult members are subject to unit screening 
and FBI fingerprinting and background check.

Helicopter Parenting?

CIVIL AIR PATROL 
CADET 

PROGRAM

Young people ages 12-18 are eligible 
to join the Civil Air Patrol cadet 

program and embark on a challenging 
curriculum of Leadership Training, 
Aerospace Education, Physical 

Fitness, and Character 
Development



Meetings:
 Thursday Evenings 

from 7PM-9PM at the 
Downtown St Paul 

Airport (Holman Field)

206 Airport Rd, St Paul MN 55107
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OPPORTUNITIES
 Field Trips around 

the country

 Encampment at 
Camp Ripley

 Helicopter Flights

 Leadership 
training and 
experience

 Low Cost Pilot 
Training

 Participate in Air 
Force Assigned 
Search and 
Rescue Missions

FAQs
Q:  Do I have to join the military if I join CAP?

A:  No, but success in CAP can lead to 
enhanced career opportunities in the 
military, including advanced grade when 
enlisting, ROTC scholarships, and 
competitive resume for service academy 
nominations.

Q:  How much does CAP cost?
A:  Annual dues are $35 per year for 
cadets.  Uniform costs will vary depending 
on what kind of uniforms you want, but it 
typically costs $100-$150 to get started.  
Weekend activity costs vary, but there are 
scholarships, fundraising, and other tools 
available to assist where needed and keep 
costs to families low.

Q:  Can I come check it out to see if I like it?
A:  Yes!

Q:  Do I need to be a US Citizen?
A:  Aliens admitted for permanent 
residence are also eligible for CAP cadet 
membership.

More Questions?  Contact Maj Will Craig, 
wcraig@hc.cap.gov or 651-705-7675 (m)


